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Genuine  Account 

O  F  T  H  E 

Late  EXPEDITION. 

IN  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-feven,  in  the  thirtieth  year 
of  George  the  Second,  and  du¬ 
ring  the  patriot  miniftry  of  the 
right  honourable  William  Pitt, 
Efq;  the  Briitfh  Demofthenes, 
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was  planned  and  executed,  a  fe~ 
cret  expedition,  which  Britijh  his¬ 
torians  will  recount  with  rapture* 

and  poflerity  conflder  with  aAo- 
nilliment. 

We  were,  at  this  time,  engaged 
in  a  war  with  France ;  which  war, 
tor  want  of  conduct  in  one  part 
of  the  world,  and  courage  in 
another,  had,  from  the  beginning, 
been  attended  with  defeat  and  dif- 
appointment.  Our  little  army  in 
America ,  with  its  unhappy  leader, 
cut  to  pieces  :  Minorca  taken  by 
a  blundering  enemy  :  our  fleet  dif- 
graced  by  a  negligent  (fo  I  think 
the  court-martial  term’d  it)  ad¬ 
miral  :  our  great  ally,  his  majefty 

of 


N 


i 
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of  Prujfia ,  repulfed  by  our  old 
coftly  ally  her  Imperial  majefty  : 
his  royal  highnefs  of  Cumberland 
obliged,  by  a  too  numerous  army, 
to  leave  the  paternal  dominions 
of  his  father  to  the  mercy  of  an 
exulting  enemy.  Shocking  as 
this  picture  may  appear,  it  is  a 
very  juft  one  of  our  fituation  at 
the  time  when  the  fecret  expedi¬ 
tion,  the  particulars  of  which  I 
am  about  to  relate,  was  wifely 

defign  d,  and  intrepidly  carried 
into  execution. 

That  I  may  entirely  remove 
all  fufpicion  or  its  having  been 
originally  intended  only  as  a  fham 
armament,  or  that  we  were  in¬ 
fluenced 


i 
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fluenced  by  Hanoverian  conn- 
derations,  it  may  not  be  amifs 
to  inform  the  public  upon  what 
grounds  the  expedition  was  found¬ 
ed.  Know  then,  that  fome  three 
\ 

years  ago,  the  gentleman  who 
accompanied  us  in  the  capacity 
of  chief  engineer,  had,  in  his 
travels  through  France ,  an  op¬ 
portunity,  by  the  complaifance 
of  the  governor  of  Rochfort ,  of 
takino-  a  deliberate  view  of  that 
place.  He  faw  feveral  fhips  then 
upon  the  flocks,  and  a  confider— 
able  quantity  of  naval  (lores : 
he  likewife  obferved  the  fortifica¬ 
tions  to  be  extremely  weak,  and 
in  many  places  unfinifhed.  This 

he  lately  communicated  to  the 

miniftry, 
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miniftry,  and  gave  it  as  his  opi¬ 
nion  that  Rochefort  was  in  no  con¬ 
dition  of  defence  ;  that  it  might 
eafily  be  taken  by  affanit  ;  and 
the  (hipping  and  (fores  as  eafily 
deftroyed.  He  confeffed,  that 
for  fear  his  papers  might  be 
fearched,  he  had  not  dared  to 
take  a  plan  of  the  works ;  but 

that  he  could  fufficiently  depend 
upon  his  memory,  to  affert  po- 

fitively  the  truth  of  what  he  had 
faid.  There  needs  no  extraordi¬ 
nary  (kill  in  politicks,  to  conceive 
how  much  our  fuccefs  in  fuch  an 
enterprize  would  have  diftreffed 
our  enemy.  The  minidry  gave 
ear  to  his  dehgn,  and  the  necefla- 
ry  preparations  were  accordingly 


F 
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made  ;  which,  though  they  were 
undoubtedly  expenfive,  yet,  if 
we  had  done  our  duty,  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  the  deflgn  would  have 
been  found  fufficiently  adequate. 

■  ’ i 

i  have  indeed  fo  great  an  opi¬ 
nion  oi  our  naval  power,  that  I 
have  often  been  furprized  we  do 
not  more  frequently  employ  it  in 
this  manner.  I  am  fure,  at  leaft, 
we  might  keep  their  armies  at 
home  to  guard  their  coafts,  if  we 
r  did  but  ufe  our  ftrength  fo  as  to 
make  them  more  afraid  of  our 
fleets.  We  have,  in  general,  too 
dreadful  an  opinion  of  forts  and 
batteries  : — I  fcarce  believe  there 
is  a  fea-port  in  the  world  that 

might 


/ 
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might  not  be  taken  by  naval 
force.  Suppofe,  for  inftance,  in_ 
ftead  of  failing  down  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  Bay,  we  had  dared 
to  attack  Brejl ,  might  not  the 
land-forces  have  been  difembark- 
ed  at  a  little  diftance  from  the 
place,  fo  as  to  have  ftorined  it 
at  the  fame  inftant  that  the  fhips 
began  to  fire  ?  Is  it  not  almoft 
certain  that,  in  the  furprize,]  they 
would  have  furrendered  ?  I  own 
it  would  have  appeared  a  daring 
enterprize ;  fo  much  the  better,  fo 
much  greater  their  aftonilhment, 
and,  confequently,  fo  much  greater 
our  profped  of  fucceeding.  How 
many  inftances  have  we  not  in 
hiflory,  of  great  attempts  fue¬ 
ls  2  ceeding, 
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ceeding,  merely  becaufe  they  were 
thought  impracticable  by  the  ene¬ 
my  ?  Thus  much  I  know,  at 
lead:,  that  a  defperate  fituation, 
like  our’s,  requires  defperate  means 
of  relief.  And  let  not  any  one 
imagine,  from  what  he  fhall  read 
in  this  pamphlet,  that  we  have 
yet  no  feeds  of  true  valour  left 
among  us ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
am  convinced,  from  what  I  have 
feen,  even  upon  this  expedition, 
that  our  army  in  general,  is  equal 
to  any  undertaking;  nor  ain  J 

lefs  certain  that  there  might  be 
found  commanders  that  would 

anfwer  our  moft  fanguine  expec¬ 
tations. 

I  fhould 


/ 


C  -yv  . . 


nr* 


wwyw1  * ' 


the  late  Expedition.  13 

I  fliould  be  glad  to  afk  the 
Generals  upon  this  expedition, 
Whether,  when  they  come  to  re- 
deft  coolly  upon  what  palled, 
they  do  not  recolleft  their  having 
imprudently  admitted  a  certain 
gentleman  into  their  councils  (I 
do  not  fay  he  is  an  Englijhman ) 
who  had  no  command  ?  Are  they 

now  fatisfied  with  having  liftened 
to  him  ? 

t 

l 

The  writer  of  thefe  memoirs 
join’d  the  camp  on  the  IJle  of 
Wight  on  the  21ft  of  Augujl ,  in 
the  capacity  of  a  volunteer.  He 
was  perfuaded  to  engage  in  the  ex¬ 
pedition,  chiefly  from  the  great 
idea  he  had  been  taught  to  con¬ 


ceive 
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ceive  of  its  commanders,  and 
thence,  in  expectation  of  that 
glory  of  which  young  minds  are 
generally  ambitious.  How  his 

expectations  were  anfwered,  will 

J  * 

appear  in  the  following  pages. 

I  could  not  help  rejoicing,  on 
my  arrival  at  the  camp,  to  find  our 
generals  extremely  afiiduous  in 
improving  the  difcipline  of  our 
little  army.  The  mere  poifing 
of  firelocks  feemed  prudently  to 
have  given  way  to  the  more  ma¬ 
terial  grand  evolutions.  Sham 
battles,  attacks,  retreats,  &c.  were 
now  our  daily  employment.  Nor 
were  our  engineers  buffered  to  re¬ 
main  idle  :  they  were  ordered  to 

draw 
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draw  lines,  throw  up  intrench- 
men  ts,  and  raife  batteries.  In¬ 
deed,  I  cannot  fay  from  their 
works,  that  there  appear’d  to  be 
any  Vauba?is  amongft  them  ;  but 
I  flattered  myfelf  we  fhould  have 
no  great  occafion  for  their  aflift- 
ance,  and  was  therefore  eafy  as  to 
that  particular. 

We  no  fooner  received  intelli¬ 
gence  that  the  tranfports  were  ar¬ 
rived,  than  immediate  orders  were 
given  for  our  embarkation. 

v  «  { 

The  5  th  of  September  the  right 
brigade,  confifting  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  regiments,  marched  down  to 
Cowes ,  and  were  the  fame  night 

on 


« 


1 
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on  board  their  refpe&ive  fhips,  viz 
Old  Buffs ,  the  King's,  Col.  Kings¬ 
ley s,  Hume’s ,  and  Hodfon  s.  The 
left  brigade,  viz.  BrudenaTs , 
doii s,  Cornwallis  s,  Amhurffs , 

Bentinck's,  embarked  the  day  fol¬ 
lowing  ;  and  the  next  morning 
all  the  tranfports  joined  the  fleet 
at  Spithead.  Let  the  reader  judge 
of  the  ftrength  and  magnificence 


of  this  fleet  from  the 

following 

lift  of  the  fhips. 

Guns. 

Royal  George 

lOO 

Ramilies 

90 

Neptune 

~  90 

Namur  e 

-  90 

Princefs  Amelia, 

8  0 

Barfieur 

80 

\ 

\ 

1 

Royal 

the  late  Expedition . 
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Royal  William  , 

84 

Magnanime 

80 

'Torbay 

74 

Dublin 

74 

Burjord 

74 

Intrepid 

64 

Medway 

64 

Dunkirk 

60 

Achilles 

60 

America 

60 

6  Frigates 

• 

2  Bombketches 

2  Firefhips 

2  Hofpital  Ship: 

3/ 

44  Tranfports,  and  6  Cutters. 

With  this  noble  fleet,  confift- 

ing  of  8o  fail,  we  put  to 

fea  on 

the  8th,  big  with  expectation,  and 

C  con- 
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confident  of  fuccefs.  Every  in¬ 
dividual  Teemed  tranfported  with 
the  view  of  our  invincible  Arm  ado. 
It  was  indeedthe  moll  formidable 
and  finking  appearance  I  had  ever 
beheld  !  We  confidered  our  men 
or  war  as  the  bed-conditioned. 

y 

and  mod  powerful,  in  the  navy. 
Our  regiments,  tho’  but  ten  in 
number,  we  knew  to  be  inferior 
to  none  ;  and  our  commanders 
we  believed  to  be  all  men  of  ap¬ 
proved  abilities,  and  undoubted 
fortitude.  From  thefe  confidera- 
tions,  we  amufed  ourfelves  with 
the  pleafing  profpedt  of  victory ; 
yet  our  dedination  continued 
doubtful  till  the  14th,  when  from 
our  bearing  down  into  the  Bay  of 
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Eifcay ,  it  became  evident  that 
we  intended  for  fome  part  of  the 
coaft  of  France.  The  following 
general  orders  were  now  1  lined 
from  on  board  the  Ratnihes^  dated 
the  15th.  By  thele  the  reader 
will  be  able  to  form  a  ciear  idea 
of  the  manner  in  which  we  were 
intended  to  land,  had  not  fome 
ftrange  fatality  interpofed.  In 
what  fhape  our  evil  genius  ap¬ 
peared,  a  national  enquiry  will 
bell  determine. 


/ 

\ 
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The  orders  were  thefe  : 

4  ^-he  fhips  come 

»  ▼  to  an  anchor  in  order  to 
£  land,  the  colonels  are  imme- 

‘  diatel7  to  join,  their  refpedive 
4  corps, 

4  The  grenadiers,  and  detach’d 
companies  will  probably  be  the 
1  drd:  to  lan(l>  and  are,  therefore, 

4  to  be  the  firft  in  readinefs  j  then 
£  the  battalions  according  to  their 
Iaidv>,  or  as  they  may  happen  to 
bu  molt  conveniently  lituated. 

Every  fhip  will  lend  officers  in 

*  t'lc'r  boats  hi  proportion  to  their 
4  men. 


4  The 
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4  The  foldiers  are  to  have  two 
£  good  flints,  and  thirty-fix  rounds 
4  of  ammunition ;  except  the  gre- 

G  companies, 

4  who  are  to  have  double  propor- 

4  tion. 

* 

% 

I  , 

4  The  firfl  Body  that  lands  mull 

4  have  an  engineer,  and  intrenching 

4  tools  with  them;  and  they  muft 

4  take  their  own  hatchets  and 

bill-hooks,  two  days  proviflon 

4  of  bifcuit  and  cheefe,  and  their 
4  flalks,  . 

‘  The  ftiPs  of  the  fame  rern- 
‘  meats  will  come  to  an  anchor 

‘  as  near  as  Poffible  to  each  other. 
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£  Six  days  provilion  of  bifcuit 
£  and  cheefe,  and  beef,  to  be  pro- 
£  cured  for  all  the  troops  ready  to 
‘  fend  on  fbore,  after  the  men  are 
c  landed. 

* 

£  The  light  artillery  is  to  be 
£  landed  as  foon  as  poflible.  The 
£  boats  of  the  ordnance  fhips 
1  (which  fhips  fhould  likevvife  an- 
c  chor  near  together)  are  folely  to 
c  be  employed  in  conveying  the 
c  artillery  and  intrenching  tools 
£  on  fbore. 

£  When  the  troops  have  poflef- 
£  fed  themfelves  of  a  poll;  on  fhore, 
c  the  chief  engineer  marks  out  an 
<  entrenchment  to  fecure  the  pro- 

c  vifions, 


I 
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4  vifions,  (lores,  heavy  artillery, 
4  powder,  and  other  things  necef- 
4  fary  for  the  army.  Then  all 
4  the  tents,  blankets,  watch-coats, 
£  knapfacks,  remainder  of  the  in- 
4  trenching  tools,  fpare  ammuni- 
4  tion,  proviftons,  fcaling  ladders* 
4  pettards,  c.  are  to  be  brought 
4  on  fhore,  that  no  time  may  be 
4  loft  in  profecuting  the  enter- 
4  prize. 

4  To  be  carried  on  fhore  after  the 
4  men  are  landed  ; 

4  The  mens  knapfacks,  a  tent, 
4  two  blankets,  and  a  kettle  for 
4  eight  men.  A  foldier’s  tent  for 
4  the  officers  of  a  company. 

4  All 
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£  All  thofe  tents  muft,  when 
€  the  army  marches,  be  carried  by 
*  the  foldiers,  till  better  means  can 
£  be  had. 

* 

.  *  f 

£  A  foldier  to  have  only  one 
£  fhirt,  one  pair  of  fhoes,  and  one 
{  pair  of  ftockings  in  his  knap- 
‘  fack, 

c  No  women  to  be  allowed  to 
c  come  on  fhore,  till  ordered  by 
c  the  General. 

£  A  careful  perfon  to  be  left  in 
£  every  tranfport,  to  take  charge 
£  of  the  baggage  belonging  to  the 

£  officers  and  men,  till  it  is  called 
‘  for. 

£  Upon 
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4  Upon  all  occafions,  where  it 
4  is  fuppofed  the  enemy  can  be  got 
4  at,  the  lieutenant-general  com- 
4  mands  that  the  corps,  which 
c  are  directed  to  attack  them,  do 

*  march  vigorously  up,  and  that 

1  they  referve  their  fire  till  they 

4  come  very  near.  Upon  every 

4  opportunity,  the  General  orders 

4  the  troops  to  run  in  upon  the 

‘  enemy  with  their  bayonets,  in 

4  which  method  of  attack  the 
4  fuperior  Strength  and  courage  of 

4  the  Britifh  troops  muft  meet  with 

‘Tuccefs. 

■  /  * 

4  The  troops  may  expect  to 

*  find  a  number  of  militia  of  the 

»  ' 

D  4  country 
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‘  country  upon  the  ffiore,  which 
1  they  will  eahly  difperfe. 

4  " 

•  i  / 

‘  T. he  £hort  three  pounders,  the 
£  fhort  fix  pounders,  and  the 
1  howitzers,  are  the  firft  artillery 
c  which  will  be  called  for ;  and 
‘  are  therefore  to  be  got  in  readi- 
4  nefs,  as  foon  as  the  fhips  come  to 
4  an  anchor. 

4  Officers  of  the  navy  will 
‘  be  appointed  to  diredt  the 
*  boats,  that  carry  the  men  on 

£  fhore :  and  the  officers  of  the 

\ 

‘  land-forces  are  to  take  care  that 
‘  the  orders  given  by  thofe  gentle- 
c  men,  to  the  boats  crews,  are 

‘  The 

/ 


ffcridtly  obeyed. 
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4  The  boats  will  be  ranged  by 
divifions,  under  their  relpedtive 
commanders. 

s  All  foldiers  that  are  unfit  for 
duty,  are  to  be  left  on  board  their 

I  '  • 


I 


On 
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I  , 

t  r 

On  the  i  7  th,  the  following  orders 

w 

were  given  out,  dated  on  board 
the  Ramilies  in  the  Bay  of 
Bifcay. 

% 

c  ^"^Aptain  fames ,  of  the  artil- 
i  lery,  is  to  deliver  to  each 

£  Blip  of  the  lquadron,  a  light  brals 
e  gun  of  the  field  artillery,  to  be 
£  fixed  in  the  long  boats  at  the 
£  landing  oi  the  troops,  and  two 
£  boxes  of  ammunition,  half  grape, 

£  hall  round  lor  them.  Some  of  the 

*  ‘  / 

c  royal  regiment  of  artillery  are  to 
*  work  the  guns.’ 

From  the  courle  we  fleered,  it 
now  became  evident,  that  either 
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we  were  deflgned  againft  Rochelle , 
or  Rochefort ,  or  otherwife  to  make 
a  deicent  upon  the  iflands  of  Ree 
or  Oleron.  On  the  1 9th,  about 
eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  the 
whole  fleet  was  furprifed  by  a 
flgnal  from  th'e  admiral  to  lay  to  • 
the  wind  being  fair,  the  night 
clear,  and  we  yet  upwards  of 
twenty  leagues  from  the  land 
a-head.  Thus  we  continued  no 
lefs  than  eight  hours,  without 
any  apparent  caufe,  before  we  had 

a  flgnal  to  make  fail. 

\  \ 

/  4 

On  the  20th,  about  three  in 
the  afternoon,  we  made  the  ifle  ol 
Oleron ;  and  foon  after,  it  was 

that 


/ 
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that  a  French  man  of  war,  flood 
almoft  into  the  middle  of  our  fleetj 
hut,  at  laft,  perceiving  her  mif- 
take,  Are  bore  away  right  before 
the  wind,  under  all  the  fail  fhe 
could  crowd.  All  this  was  viflble 
to  every  fhip  in  the  fleet ;  yet,  no 
flgnal  to  chace,  till  it  was  to  no 
purpofe.  At  length  four  of  our 
men  of  war  flood  after  her,  and 
faw  her  fafe  into  the  Garonne. 

What  political  reafons  there  might 
be  for  thefe  dilatory  proceedings, 

I  will  not  pretend  to  fay  ;  but 
fure  I  am,  that,  to  vulgar  eyes, 
it  appeared  to  be  the  mofl  bungled 
affair  that  ever  happened. 

The 


•*  , _ -  “f-; 
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The  next  day  vve  beat  to  the 

windward,,  off  the  ifland  of 

/  ^ 

Oleron ,  till  towards  evening,  when 
the  fleet  hoifted  Englijh  colours, 
and  flood  in  for  the  land  ;  but, 
the  wind  coming  fuddenly  a- head, 
we  were  obliged  to  come  to  an  an¬ 
chor.  , 

'• 

,1  I  -  » 


\ 


T wenty-fecond,  weighed,  and 
flood  in  tor  the  land  j  but,  there 
being  no  wind,  were  obliged 
about  noon  to  let  go  our  anchors. 

About  three  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  the  fleet  made  fail,  fleering 
between  the  iflands  of  Ree  and 

\  ,  S  •  ^  ,  * 

Oleron ,  and  came  again  to  an 

»  %  I 

anchor  at  ten  the  fame  night.  j 


! 

,j 

a 
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It  may  not  be  improper  here  to 
infert  the  orders,  which  were 
dated  the  21ft  011  board  the 
Ramilies. 
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n  '** 

3  3 


«  gy  Sir  -John  Mor  daunt  lieutenant- 

‘  general  of  his  Majefty’s  forces, 

4 

’Hereas  hisMajefty  has,  by 
his  royal  fign-manual, 

*  authorifed  me  to  publish,  fuch  rules 

*  and  orders  as  are  proper  to  be 
4  obferved  by  all  officers  and  fol- 
4  diers  under  my  command  ;  as 

*  alfo,  to'puriiffi  any  offenders,  or 
4  tranlgreflors,  by  death,  or  other- 

*  wife,  according  to  the  nature  of 
4  their  offence:  and  whereas  the 
4  fuccefs  of  this  important  defcent 
4  upon  the  coaft  of  France  may 
4  greatly  depend  on  the  good  order 
4  and  difcipline  to  be  obferved  by 
£  the  officers  and  foldiers,  I  judge 

E  ‘it 
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c  it  quite  neceflary,  for  the  juft 
£  execution  of  hismajefty’s  orders, 
4  and  for  the  fafety  and  honour  of 
4  the  troops  under  my  command, 
to  eftabhfh  the  following  rules 

CD 

4  and  ordinances,  and  at  the  fame 
1  time,  to  declare  that  no  offender 
4  againft  them  will  meet  with  any 


c  No  foldier  fhall  pafs,  either  by 
4  day  or  by  night,  beyond  the  cen- 
‘  tries  of  the  camp,  but,  with  an 
£  officer.  Every  man  that  at- 
c  tempts  it  will  be  immediately 
4  fhot. 

4  Whenever  the  army  marches, 

4  the  ftridleft  order  to  be  obferved ; 

4  and 


:  the  late  Expedition.  35 

<  and  if  any  foldier  leaves  his  pla- 
£  toon  without  the  permiffion  of 
4  his  officer,  upon  any  occafion,  he 
4  ffiall  fuffer  death. 

4  When  any  private  man  has 
4  leave  from  his  officer  to  quit  his 
4  platoon,  or  divilion,  a  non-com- 
4  miffioned  officer  to  be  left  to 
4  bring  him  up. 

4  All  maroding,  and  plunder- 
4  ing,  without  the  permiffion  of 
*  the  commander  in  chief,  will  be 
4  puniffied  with  death ;  and  all 
4  other  irregularities,  and  misbe- 
4  haviour  of  any  kind,  with  ex- 
4  tream  feverity:  on  the  other 
4  hand,  the  General  will  make  it 

E  2  4  his 
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liis  ftudy  and  endeavour  to  re¬ 
ward  the  deferving. 

1 

*  Drunkennefs  will  be  puniffied 
4  with  the  utmorl  rigour,  efpeci- 
‘  ally  on  thofe  who  are  found 
c  drunk  upon  duty. 

£  Men  who  are  fent  for  wood, 
water,  provihons,  ftores,  tools,  * 
4  or  otherwife,  are  to  be  com¬ 
manded  by  an  officer,  or  non- 
4  commiffioned  officer,  in  propor- 
1  tion  to  their  number  ;  and  fuch 
4  officers,  and  non- commiffioned 
4  officers,  are  to  be  anfwerable  to 
4  the  General  for  their  conduct. 

t 

4  Officers,  non-commiffioned 
4  officers,  and  men  upon  duty, 


arc 


\ 
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4  are  to  be  very  exact  and  diligent, 
‘  and  none  are  to  abfent  themfelves 
4  from  their  guards  or  detachments, 
£  without  leave  of  their  command- 
4  ers,  upon  any  pretence  whatfo_ 
4  ever. 


4  Soldiers  of  all  corps  are  to 
4  obey  the  officers  of  every  regi- 
4  ment  without  diftinction ;  and 
4  all  are  to  do  their  befl  endeav- 
4  ours  to  forward  his  Majefty’s  fer- 
4  vice  upon  this  important  occa- 
4  bon. 

4  The  rolls  to  be  called  four 

%  • 

4  times  by  an  officer  of  a  company 
4  in  twenty  four  hours  ;  two  of 

4  which  ffiall  be  between  tattoo 
4  and  reveille, 

4  Officers 
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4  Officers  commanding  upon 
4  any  advanced  pofts,  or  out- 
4  guard,  ffiall  have  their  rolls  call- 
*  ed  every  two  hours ;  and  what- 
c  ever  non-commiffioned  officer  or 
4  foldier  ffiall  be  abfent  at  the 
4  calling  of  the  roll,  ffiall  imme- 
4  diately  be  brought  to  a  court- 
4  martial,  and  fiiffer  death,  or  fuch 
4  other  puniffiment  as  a  court-mar- 
4  tial  ffiall  think  proper  to  inflid. 

4  Any  foldier  who  fires  away 
4  his  ammunition,  without  order, 

4  will  be  counted  a  difobeyer  of 
c  military  command,  and  puniffied 
4  accordingly  ;  and  any  man  who 
4  flics  from  his  colours,  under 
4  pretence  of  wanting  ammuni- 

4  tion. 
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s  tion,  or  for  other  caufes,  will  be 
*  put  to  death. 


4  A  folder  is  not  to  commit  acts 
*  of  barbarity  or  brutal  inhumani- 
e  ty  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the 
f  country,  under  pain  of  the  fe- 
4  vereft  punifhment.  Whatever 
£  works  the  troops  are  employed 
4  upon,  muft  be  executed  with 
4  all  poffible  care  and  diligence. 
4  Both  officers  and  men  muft  en- 
4  gage  heartily  in  every  thing  that 
4  tends  to  the  public  good. 

4  The  general  does  not  doubt 
but  that  every  part  of  the  lervice 
4  will  be  carried  on  chearfully  and 
4  refolutely  by  the  troops,  that, 
from  their  behaviour  and  con- 

4  dutft, 


I 
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4  dud,  his  Majefty  and  their  coun- 
4  try  may  be  fatisfied  that  nothing 
4  has  been  wanting,'  on  their  part, 

4  to  procure  fuccefs. 

*  Officers,  who  diftinguiffi 
4  themfelves,  on  any  particular 
4  occaiion,  may  be  affiired  of  the 
4  General’s  approbation  and  re- 

*  gard ;  and  he  will  moft  cer- 
4  tainly  recommend  them  in  the 
c  ftrongeft  manner  to  his  Majedy, 

4  and  the  Duke  :  and  that  he  may 

*  have  the  fatisfadion  of  doing  this 
4  piece  of  juftice  to  the  officers 
4  under  his  command,  he  expeds 
4  that  what  he  himfelf  does  not 
4  obferve  of  this  fort,  may  be  told 

4  him  by  the  commanding  officers 

4  of 


c 
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'  j  ' 

of  corps,  with  all  the  -circum- 
1  fiance  of  advantage  to  the  offi- 
‘  cers, 

c  Whatever  detachment,  party, 

1  or  battalion,  fhall  behave  with 
‘  uncommon  refolution,  may  ex- 
‘  pe£t  all  the  credit  that  arifes  from 
‘  fuch  behaviour,  and  that  a  juft 

*  account  will  be  given  of  their 

*  performances.’ 

Thefe  orders  were  juftly  received 
with  univerfal  acclamations,  as 

t 

indeed  they  were  finely  calculated 
to  infpire  the  officers  with  that  fpi- 
rit  which  is  the  very  foul  of  the 
army- in  time  ofadtion. 

\ 

‘  The 


F 
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The  twenty-third,  about  eight 
in  the  morning,  the  van  of  our 
ii£et  made  fail,  and  flood  towards 
the  ifle  of  Aix,  which  lies  in  the 
mouth  of  the  river  leading  up  to 
Rochford ;  the  reft  of  the  fhips 
anchoring  at  about  two  leagues 
diftance  from  the  ifland.  Captain 
How ,  in  the  Magnanime ,  led  the 
van.  About  noon,  the  French 
nred  at  him  from  their  fort;  but, 
for  fome  time  to  no  purpofe.  He 
continued  his  courfe  with  the 
greateft  compofure,  without  firing 
a  fingle  gun ;  till  having  gained  the 
length  of  the  fort,  he  bore  down, 
and  dropt  his  anchors  as  clofe  to 
the  walls  as  the  fhip  could  come. 
He  now  began  to  return  their  fa- 

lutations ; 
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lutations ;  and,  fo  inceffant  was 
his  fire,  that,  in  lefs  than  a  mi¬ 
nute,  his  fhip  Teemed  one  con¬ 
tinued  flame.  After  his  firftbroad- 
fide,  they  fired  but  very  few  fliot 
from  the  fort ;  it  was,  however, 
near  an  hour  before  they  ftruck  their 
flag.  The  Barfleur  alfo  pointed  a 
few  guns ;  but  The  was  at  too  great 
a  diftance  to  do  much  execution. 

t 

Part  of  our  land-forces  were 
now  put  on  fhore  to  take  pofleffion 
ot  this  important  ifland.  Upon 
entering  the  fort,  we  found  its 
whole  ftrength  to  have  confifted 
in  about  fix  iron  guns,  mounted 

en  harbet ,  two  brafs  ones  on  the 

> 

top  of  an  old  tower,  and  two 

F  2 


mor- 
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mortars  *  Near  five  hundred 
men,  part  foldiers,  and  part  failors, 
were  made  prifoners  of  war  on 
this  .occafion. 

I  wifhl  could,  with  truth,  report, 
that  our  people  behaved  with  the 
moderation  they  ought  to  have  done: 
and  I  am  more  forry,  for  the  credit 
of  our  difcipline,  that  the  fevere 
orders,  which  the  reader  has  al¬ 
ready  feen,  were  not  as  leverely 
executed.  Both  our  foldiers  and 
failors  were  buffered  to  get  abo¬ 
minably  drunk,  and  inconfequence 
of  that,  cruelly  to  infult  the 

*  There  were,  indeed,  upon  the  whole 
illand,  near  thirty  pieces  of  cannon  ;  but  the 
abovementioncd  were  all  that  bore  upon  the 
fhips. 


poor 
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poor  fufferers.  This  little  illand 
became,  in  a  very  few  hours, 
a  moft  fhocking  fcene  oi  devafta- 
tion  ;  even  the  church  was  fuller¬ 
ed  to  be  pillaged,  the  poor  prieft 
robbed  of  his  little  library,  and  his 
robes  became  a  mafquerading 
habit  to  the  drunken  tars.  II  a 
few  of  thofe  rioters  had  been  left 
hung  upon  the  foot,  it  would 

have  done  us  more  honour  than 

\ 

the  mighty  conqueft  itfelf,  and 
would  greatly  have  eftablilhed  our 
difcipline. 

t 

This  fort  is  faid  to  have  been 
a  piece  of  V auba,ts  own  archi¬ 
tecture  ;  and,  when  the  works 
which  were  now  adding  to¬ 
wards 


ft 


46  A  Genuine  Account  of 

wards  the  fea  had  been  finifhed, 
would  have  been  remarkably 
ftrong  :  but,  in  its  prefent  fltu- 
ation,  it  was  fo  abfolutely  de- 
fencelefs,  that  if  captain  How 
had  been  acquainted  with  its 
ftrength,  he  would  rather  have 
made  the  attack  in  his  long-boat, 
than  in  the  Magnanime  :  for  the 
enemy,  for  want  of  embrafures 
to  cover  them,  muft,  by  a  few 

vollies  of  fmall  arms,  have  been 
obliged  to  fly  from  their  guns. 
Not  that  I  would  be  underftood, 
by  any  means,  to  injure Mx.Hows 
reputation.  I  verily  believe  he 
was  as  entirely  ignorant  of  its 
condition,  as,  from  our  cautious 
manner  of  proceeding,  we  ap¬ 
peared 


/ 
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•*  1 

peared  to  be  of  every  other  part  of 
the  coaft  on  which  we  were  to 
make  a  defcent. 


Before  I  leave  this  ifland,  it  may 

not  be  improper  to  inform  the  rea¬ 
der,  that  its  whole  circumference, 
as  near  as  I  could  guefs,  is  about 
five  Englijh  miles ;  and  that  it 
produces  nothing,  except  a  poor 
kind  of  wine,  which,  however, 
for  this  year,  we  did  all  in  our 
power  to  deftroy.  It  were  im_ 
pofiible  to  tell  the  number  of  boat¬ 
loads  of  grapes  that  were  carried 
on  board  every  fhip-in  the  fleet. 


Of  how  little  importance  loever 
this  our  firft  conquefl:  might  ap- 
'  pear,  confidered  as  an  omen  of 

our 


/ 
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our  further  fuccefs,  it  gave  vaft 
fpirits  to  the  whole  fleet.  '  If,  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  mod  fanguine  ex¬ 
pectations,  we  had  been  landed 
that  night,  or  even  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  I  am  morally  certain  we 
fhould  have  done  every  thing 
within  the  power  of  our  num¬ 
bers  :  but  no the  next  day  paf- 

fed  ;  another  fucceeded  ;  and  yet 
another  j  and  another,  and  ano¬ 
ther  to  that.  All  this  important 
time  did  we  fpend  in  the  greateft 
apparent  inactivity,  within  full 
view  of  the  whole  coaft  !  I 
make  no  doubt,  but  our  chief¬ 
tains  had  their  reafons  for  this 
delay  ;  and,  indeed,  very  impor¬ 
tant  reafons  they  muff  have  been  ! 
For  to  us,  who  were  not  in  their 

councils 


I  •  I 
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councils  (and  especially  to  a  vo¬ 
lunteer,  who  is  entirely  ignorant 
of  the  modern  art  of  war)  it  feem- 
ed  deligned  to  give  our  enemies 
time  to  colled;  their  troops ;  for  it 
mull  be  remembered,  that  now 
eight  days  were  elapfed  fince  we 
had  been  feen  hovering  off  the 

O 

French  coaft.  But  let  it  not  be 

i 

imagined  that,  during  all  this 
time,  we  were  entirely  inadive  : 
no  5  many,  and  frequent,  were 
the  councils  of  war  held  by  our 
chiefs,  whilft  our  Small  craft  were 
fo  extremely  affiduous  in  founding 
along  the  coaSt,  that,  for  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  future  expeditions,  I  dare 
fay  they  will  be  able  to  lay  down 

a  very  complete  chart  of  thofe 
parts. 

G 
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The  caufe  of  this  delay  grew  now 
every  day  more  and  more  impene¬ 
trable.  The  Hot/ purs  of  the  army 
were  become  mad  with  impatience; 
vvhilft  thole  of  a  cooler,  and  more 
political  turn,  grew  daily  more 
pofitive  in  their  opinion,  that  we 
were  never  intended  to  land  here  ; 
that  our  appearance  off  this  coaft 
was  folely  with  delign  to  draw 
down  their' troops  from  the  part 
where  we  fhould  land  ;  and  that 
when  we  had  given  them  fufficient 
time  for  their  march,  v/e  fhould 
then  ftand  away  towards  our  prin¬ 
cipal  object,  and  there  difembark 
with  all  poflible  expedition  :  but, 
alas !  thole  who  fufpedted  us  of 
this  piece  of  generalfhip  were  out 

in 
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in  their  conjectures ;  for  on  the 
28th  in  the  afternoon,  the  admi¬ 
ral  made  a  fignal  for  the  com¬ 
manding  officers  of  the  regiments 
to  come  on  board  the  Ramilies , 
and  about  eight  o’clock  the  fame 
night,  the  following  orders  were 

read  on  board  of  every  tranfport. 

/ 

Ramilies,  Sept.  28. 

TRIE  troops- are  to  be  ready 
to  go  from  the  tranf ports 
into  the  boats  at  twelve  d  clock  at 
night  \  a  number  of  men  of  war  s 
boats ,  which  will  be  appointed  to 
every  regiment  u?tder  the  command 
of  a  lieutenant :  thefe ,  with  the 
tranfport-boats  ( who  are  to  be  un- 

G  2  der 
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der  the  dtreSHon  of  a  lieutenant  of 
foot)  are  to  receive  the  grenadier s, 
the  picquet  companies ,  one,  two,  or 
7/10/  e  companies  as  the  boats  can 
contain  them  \  the  commander  of 
every  regiment  lands  with  the  firjl 
detachment y  ij  it  amounts  to  three 


companies. 


t 


P articular  care  to  be  taken  that 
the  foldiers  be  not  too  much  crowded 
in  the  boats . 


The  crews  of  the  boats  that  row 
the  tranf ports  long-boats ,  are  to 
be  chief y  compofed  op  foldiers,  who 
are  to  return  to  the  corps  after  the 
frft  landing ,  and  row  backwards 
and  forwards  till  the  whole  dif em¬ 
barkation 
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harkation  is  '  compleated,  and  till 
the  proviJionS)  tents ,  baggage , 

landed ,  according  to  the  orders 
of  the  i$th  of  September . 

When  the  frjl  part  of  every 
regiment  is  embarked ,  it  is  to  pro¬ 
ceed  flently  and  quietly  to  the  place 
of  rendezvous  appointed  for  the 
divifon ,  and  there  the  whole  divi- 
foil  receives  their  orders  from  a 
Captain  of  a  Jhip  of  war ,  which 

orders  they  are  in  every  particular 
friElly  to  obey. 

% 

i  *  * 

■ Tbe  troops  have  had  a  great  ex¬ 
ample  before  their  eyes ,  and  the 
general  is  confdent  that  thy  will 
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f  r  N  * 

endeavour  to  imitate  the  coolnefs 
and  determined  valour  that  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  attack  of  the  Ifle  of 
Aix. 

/ 

No  foldier  is  to  fre  from  the 
boats  upon  any  account^  but  to  wait 
for  the  moment  to  join  the  enemy 
with  their  bayonets, 

4  \  -J  i  «  W  •  i  ) 

Eight  mantlets  per  regiment 
will  be  difiributed ,  and  the  com¬ 
manding-officers  will  difpofe  of  them , 
fo  as  to  cover  the  landing-boats  and 
rowers  from  the  mufquetry ,  in  cafe 
it  be  neceffary. 

The  troops  are  to  land  filently , 
and  in  the  befi  order  the  nature  of 
the  thing  allows  of  The 
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’The  cotnpanies  to  form  and  be 
ready  to  attack  whoever  appears 

before  them. 

t  #  •<>  * 

The  chief  engineer ,  the  quarter - 
mafer-general ,  and  his  deputies , 
are  to  go  on  fhore  with  the  frfi 
Body  that  lands. 

*4  v  *  -  «  -4  \ 

,  .  ! «  r,  ... 

All  the  intrenchmg  tools  are  to 

he  landed  immediately  after  thefe- 
cond  embarkation. 


Mr.  Boyd ,  the  comptroller  of  the 
artillery ,  is  appointed  to  carry  or¬ 
ders  to  the  chief  engineer ,  captain 
of  the  artillery,  and  to  every  branch 
of  the  ordnance,  and  is  to  be  obey¬ 
ed. 

Each 


_ 
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Each  regiment  to  fend  a  return 
immediately  of  the  number  of  tents 
they  have  remaining  after  the  cal¬ 
culating  a  tent  for  eight  men ,  as 
ordered  o?i  the  1 5  th. 

'*  *  *  *  %  j  41  v  ,  *  *  -  *  • 

•»  •  • 

_  / 

Col.  Kingsley  to  be  ready  to 
?narch  ’with  the  grenadiers  upon 
their  landing  with  two  field-officers^ 
major  Farquhar ,  and  lieutenant- 
colonel  Sir  William  Boothby. 

7 he  regiments  are  each  of  them 
to  receive  from  the  fore-keeper  of 
the  ordnance ,  ten  cheveaux-de- 
frize ,  and  to  fetid  for  them  forth¬ 
with . 

It 


S 


N 
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It  may  ealily  be  imagined  that 


We  were  at  lead:  four  miles  from 
the  fhore,  where  we  were  intend¬ 


ed  to  land  ;  which  fhore  was  now, 
as  may  naturally  be  fuppofed,  be¬ 
come  one  continued  battery.  It 


muft  alfo  be  remembered,  that* 


for  two  or  three  days  pad,  we  had 


at  a  little  didance  from  the  fea» 
Now,  fuppodng  every  thing  to  be 
carried  on  with  the  greated  expe¬ 
dition  pofiible,  thefe  grenadiers 
and  detached  companies  (the 

company  of  each  regi¬ 
ment)  making,  at  the  mod,  about 
one  th'oufand  two  hundred  men, 


H 


mud 
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mud  have  maintained  their  ground 
at  lead  fix  or  feven  hours,  before 
they  could  hav-e  been  affided  by  a 
fecond  difembarkation  ;  and  that 
without  the  lead  hopes  of  a  retreat; 
as  the  boats  were  immediately  to 
row  back  to  fetch  the  red  of  the 
troops.  Thefe  difficulties  were 
too  obvious  to  efcape  the  obfer- 
vation  of  the  mod  unobferving 
private  foldier  in  the  deet :  yet,  I 
mud  do  the  army  the  judice  to 
fay,  that  tho’  our  landing,  at  this 
time,  and  in  this  manner,  bore 
crreat  refemblance  to  a  forlorn 
hope,  there  appeared  not  the 
lead  dgn  of  fear  in  any  of  thofe 
whom  I  had  an  opportunity  of  ob« 

ferving. 
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ferving.  O11  the  contrary,  things 
were  carried  on  with  io  nine  a 
alertnefs  and  expedition,  that  0111 
boats  were  filled  at  leak  an  nour 
before  the  time  appointed.  1  he 
night  was  very  cold,  and  the  fea 

rather  rough.  In  thefe  boats  we 
continued  thumping  eacn  otnei, 
and  beating  againft  the  tides  of 
(hips,  for  the  fpace  of  rour  hoeis, 

%  £.  -f  •  1 

after  the  expiration  01  wnicii,  we 
were  again  furpriied  with  a  very 
laconic  order  to  this  ekeot  : 

4  The  troops  to  return  to  their 
4  refpedive  fhips  till  furthei  01- 
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h  tnc  leader  fhould  expect  me 
f'°  affign  any  reafon  for  all  this, 
he  will  be  much  miftaken  ;  for  I 
confefs  myfelf  as  ignorant  of  the 
matter  as  himfelf.  So  far  I  can 
t'-iiine  him,  that,  from  the  mur¬ 
muring  with  which  this  lafl  order 
was  received,  I  am  not  in  the 
leaft  doubt,  but  the  troops  had 
much  rather  have  encountered 
tne  above-mention  d  difficulties, 
than  not  have  landed  at  all. 

I  he  two  following  davs  were 

O  j 

fpcnt  in  blowing  up  the  half- 
finiffied  fortification  on  the  ifland 
or  Aix  ;  in  doing  of  which,  left 
it  fhould  be  faid  that  no  blood 

was 


1 
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was  fpilt  upon  our  famous  expe¬ 
dition,  we  managed  fo  as  to  blow 
up  a  few  of  our  own  foldiers ;  and, 
on  the  i ft  of  0 Bober ,  boldly  bid 
defiance  to  our  enemies,  and  made 
the  belt  of  our  way  home  :  where, 
on  the  6th  day  of  the  lame 
month,  we  all  arrived  fafe  and  in 
perfect  health,  bleffed  be  God  ! 


/  , 

Henceforward,  adieu  to  all  fe- 
cret  expeditions!  I  will  put  off 
my  military  garb,  and  retire  to 
the  Sabine  farm  of  my  fore-fa- 
tners,  fully  ■  determined  neither 
to  converfe  with  a  politician,  nor 
to  read  another  news-paper  fo 
long  as  I  live. 

I 
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I  make  no  doubt  but  our  com- 

manders  will  foon  fatisfy  the  pub- 

lie  with  their  reafons  for  what  they 

have  done,  or  rather,  for  what 

they  have  ?iot  done .  But,  left  this 

fhould  not  happen,  I  cannot,  in 

juftice  to  the  youngeft  general  of 

the  three,  avoid  informing  the 

world,  that,  from  what  tranfpned 

of  their  counfels,  it  appeared,  that 

he  ftrongly  advifed  our  landing  at 

the  very  firft ;  but  ever  alter, 

when  we  had  once  trifled  away 

our  opportunity,  as  ftrenuoufly 

and  wifely  oppofed  it.  Not  that 

i  would  be  under  flood  to  affirm 

this.  All  I  know  ol  the  matter  is, 

that 


I 
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that  it  was  To  whifpered  through 
the  fleet. 


i 

* 

* 
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